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Meridian Water is an enormous brownfield 

development site in Upper Edmonton in Enfield.  

Enfield Council plans to build 10,000 - 12,000 new 

homes at Meridian Water, and it will eventually be 

home to around 30,000 people. (1) 

In this report, we look at the important issue of 

greenspace and the impact the development will 

have on greenspace in Upper Edmonton.  

 

The term “greenspace” refers to parks and natural 

spaces that can be used by the general public. It 

does not refer to private spaces such as gardens, 

balconies, roof terraces or golf courses. 

 

People need access to good quality greenspace 

for relaxation, exercise, socialising and play. (2) 

Greenspaces are associated with: 

• Physical and mental health benefits  

• Community cohesion, and    

• Environmental benefits  

A report by Enfield Council summed up the 

importance of greenspace:  

“greener environments are associated with better 

mental and physical health and enhanced quality 

of life for both children and adults. Greenspace can 

help to bind communities together, reduce 

loneliness, and mitigate the negative effects of air 

pollution, excessive noise, health and flooding” (3)  

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the 

importance of greenspaces to health and well-

being, especially in areas where there are a large 

number of homes without gardens. 

Natural England estimates that £2.1 billion per year 

could be saved in health costs by improved access 

to greenspace. A review of the benefits of 

London’s greenspace, found that greenspace 

could save some £950 million per year by 

contributing to better physical and mental health. (4) 

Enfield Council says there should be 2.37* 

hectares of greenspace per 1,000 residents; areas 

with less than this are classed as having a 

deficiency. (5) *2.37 hectares is about 3-4 football pitches. 

Planning policies support the need for greenspace 

and the reduction of deficiencies. For example, the 

Mayor’s London Plan says that boroughs should 

address any deficiencies (6), and Enfield’s planning 

policies say:  

“all new major residential development must be 

accompanied by proposals to improve open space 

provision. The nature of such improvements 

should reflect the additional open space needs 

generated as a result of the proposed 

development. If the proposed development is 

located within an identified area of deficiency for 

public park provision it will be necessary for 

additional land to be brought into public park use” 
(7)   

Note: Fields in Trust sets a higher minimum standard of 3.2 

hectares of greenspace per 1,000 people. (8)  

 

Upper Edmonton is classified as having a 

deficiency of greenspace. The council says there is 

just 0.28 hectares of greenspace per 1,000 

residents, considerably less than is required. (9)   

The current shortage of greenspace in Upper 

Edmonton is equivalent to 64 football pitches.  

 

Upper Edmonton is bordered by Edmonton Green, 

Haselbury, Bowes, Northumberland Park, Valley 

and Higham Hill wards. All of these wards would be 

classed as having a deficiency of greenspace. (10) 

People living in more affluent areas (e.g. in the 

north and west of Enfield) tend to have very good 

access to greenspace, whilst those living in the 

south east do not.   
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Around 30,000 people will eventually be living at 

Meridian Water, which means 71 hectares of 

greenspace is required.  

The council is proposing to create an additional 21 

hectares of greenspace, which is a sizeable 

amount, but it is still far below the requirements of 

the council’s own greenspace standard. (11)  

As a result, once Meridian Water is complete, the 

deficiency of greenspace in Upper Edmonton will 

more than double.  

 

The deficiency of greenspace will increase from 

64 to 152 football pitches in Upper Edmonton.  

 

Reducing greenspace will not be beneficial to 

people living in Edmonton, especially those from 

disadvantaged groups. A council report sums up 

the benefits of greenspaces to disadvantaged 

groups.  

“… disadvantaged groups appear to gain a larger 

health benefit and have reduced socioeconomic-

related inequalities in health when living in greener 

communities, so greenspace and a greener urban 

environment can also be used as an important tool 

in the drive to build a fairer Enfield.” (12) 

 

The council is aware that their plans will create a 

deficiency of greenspace but say this is acceptable 

because the future residents will be able to use the 

existing greenspaces near the site. (13) 

We think there are problems with this:   

• It does not account for the existing deficiencies 

of greenspace in the local area.  

 

• Upper Edmonton already has a deficiency of 

greenspace, so sharing it with an additional 

30,000 people will compound the problem. 

 

• Greenspaces bordering Meridian Water are 

routinely used by an increasingly large number 

of local residents and visitors, especially at 

weekends. Substantially increasing usage will 

negatively impact existing users and the 

ecology of locally protected wildlife areas. 

An increase in usage of local greenspaces could 

be positive because it may help to reduce fly 

tipping and help the area to feel safer. However, 

we think the existing local greenspace will be 

unable to cope with an additional 30,000 people.   

 

The greenspaces bordering Meridian Water are: 

Kenninghall and Ladysmith Road Open Space, the 

canal towpath, and Tottenham Marshes.  

Kenninghall and Ladysmith Road Open Spaces are 

relatively small and are already fairly well used.   

Part of Ladysmith Park was lost to make way for 

the Meridian Water school, which has already 

reduced greenspace for local people. (14)  

 

The canal towpath is well used by walkers, nature 

lovers, runners, anglers, cyclists, etc, as well as 

people living on the canal. The towpath is an 

important segment in the cycle network and the 

access point to the Lee Valley Park.  

However, the towpath is fairly narrow and 

occasionally struggles to accommodate the needs 

of different users and avoid collisions and conflict.  

The towpath is prone to flooding, so large sections 

are difficult to use during wetter weather.  

The canal towpath is unlikely to be cope with so 

many additional users.  

The council plans to widen the towpath within the 

Meridian Water site itself; we think this needs to be 

implemented far more widely given the planned 

increase in usage. 
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Tottenham Mashes is to the south of Meridian 

Water and is already well used by local residents 

from Enfield, Haringey, and Waltham Forest.  

Tottenham Marshes is also a Site of Importance for 

Nature Conservation, which means it is an 

important wildlife site and contributes to the 

ecological network of the Lee Valley. (15)  

A huge increase in usage risks harming this wildlife 

site and may have a negative impact on the 

existing users of Tottenham Marshes.  

Increasing the deficiency of greenspace is likely to 

have a negative impact on the health and 

wellbeing of local people, which in turn will 

increase healthcare costs.  

The deficiency will put pressure on existing 

greenspaces, which will start to feel overcrowded 

and unappealing. The risk of conflict and collisions 

on towpaths will significantly increase.  

Areas set-aside for wildlife conservation will come 

under increased pressure.   

There may be reputational damage to the council; 

developers and local people will not take the 

council’s policies seriously if the council does not 

deliver anywhere near sufficient greenspace on its 

own flagship development.  

A rare opportunity to address the environmental 

inequalities that exist in the borough will have been 

missed (i.e. that people residing in the more 

affluent areas have good access to greenspace 

whilst those in less affluent areas do not). 

We think Enfield Council should promise local 

people that Meridian Water will not worsen the 

greenspace deficit in Upper Edmonton i.e. will 

not make a bad situation worse.   

Creating a better ratio of greenspace will not be 

easy, but there are some solutions, for example:  

• It would help if the Banbury Reservoir, which is 

next to the site, was more fully integrated into 

the parkland and greenspace. Additional 

greenspace could be created by utilising 

underused land to the north and east of 

Banbury Reservoir and Edmonton Marshes.  

 

• Widening the canal towpath surrounding the 

site, as well as creating alternative cycling 

routes and pedestrian routes will help ease 

overcrowding on the towpath and improve 

connectivity between Meridian Water and 

other greenspaces. 

 

• Creating safe green corridors that create 

better connections between the site and other 

greenspaces further afield will help to reduce 

pressure on Tottenham Marshes.  

 

Some of these suggestions formed part of the 

original masterplan for Meridian Water but appear 

to have been lost in recent plans for the scheme. 

Ultimately the council may need to consider 

building fewer homes in order to create a better 

balance of greenspace (and, as we have argued 

before, to deliver a better balance of affordable 

family homes) (16). It is worth bearing in mind, that 

Meridian Water would still easily be one of the 

most densely populated areas in London even if 

the number of homes were reduced to 8,000.  

 

Meridian Water is a huge development site and 

one of the largest in London, most of the land is 

publicly owned and Enfield Council is the master 

developer. If a site like this cannot even get close 

to delivering the amount of greenspace that local 

people need, and help address social inequalities, 

then where can? 

For more information:  

contact@betterhomesenfield.org.uk 

Better Homes Enfield 
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